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John McCulloch was born in London but was 
evacuated from that city to Scotland as a child 
during World War II. In 1950 his parents migrated 
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senior education at night school while working as 
a shop assistant during the day at Bayards. He 
went on to study ancient history at The University 
of Queensland, and became a tutor in the 
Classics and Ancient History Department, before 
joining the Queensland Parliamentary Library in 
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During his 10 years at the Queensland 
Parliamentary Library, John began documenting 
the achievements of Queensland’s suffragettes 
and female politicians. In 1994, he wrote a 
research background paper entitled ‘Women 
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the early suffragettes and Queensland women 
legislators in state and federal parliaments, 
published in 2005 by Central Queensland 
University Press. John explained the inspiration 
behind his work in the afterword to Volume One: 
I wrote this book from the perspective 
of a person who believes passionately 
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the best possible legislation cannot be 
enacted until all our parliaments consist 
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and females…. Recorded Queensland 
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history had focused almost exclusively on the actions of men with 
fairly scant regard for the contributions of women, particularly prior to 
women’s enfranchisement in 1905. These circumstances highlighted 
the need for a book that would open the window on the struggle for 
women’s suffrage in Queensland and its aftermath.
In the course of his work on the book, John discovered the paucity of source 
material about women’s suffrage in Queensland and set about remedying 
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Queensland to donate their valuable archive to the Fryer Library and he later 
embarked on a PhD exploring the life and career of Elizabeth Brentnall, one 
of the founders of the WCTU and an early suffragette. He also ensured that 
the oral history interviews he held with Queensland women legislators for 
both of his research publications were donated to Fryer Library to make them 
permanently available to researchers. Senator Clare Moore, paying tribute to 
John McCulloch in a speech in the Australian Senate on 23 November 2010, 
said: ‘I say about my friend John McCulloch that he is the only man who I 
think could deserve the term “feminist”, because his passion, knowledge and 
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John McCulloch served as secretary of the Indooroopilly branch of the ALP 
for many years during which time he became a big supporter of former 
Labor Member for Ryan, Leonie Short. He also worked extensively with the 
Queensland Youth Hostels Association, the St Vincent de Paul Society, and 
the Homelessness Taskforce 99. In January 2000, John was awarded an 
Order of Australia Medal for his services to youth. Queensland Premier Anna 
Bligh said on his death: ‘The word “progressive” is bandied about constantly 
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McCulloch was a true political progressive. He was a deep thinker, an activist 
and a doer’. Senator Clare Moore noted that he put down a challenge to all 
women in Queensland politics—‘that we had something to which we must 
aspire, that we had a right to be in politics and that we had a right to do it 
well’.
John McCulloch is survived by his partner Gary Portley and a wide circle of 
friends.
